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immediate control of the Crown, through a gover-
nor of the King's appointment. They took the
ground that, with a French war already begun, it
was no time to discuss colonial rights and privi-
leges, for the demands of the empire took prece-
dence over all questions of a merely local character
in America.

Andros was now recalled and instructions were
sent to Massachusetts to release all her prisoners.
With their arrival in England in February, 1690,
the debate before the committee went on in a new
and livelier fashion. Randolph renewed his com-
plaints in every form known to his inventive mind;
Andros presented his defense and was relieved
of all charges of mal-administration; Mather and
others contested every move of their opponents
and sought to obtain as favorable terms as pos-
sible for Massachusetts; while Oakes and Cooke,
sent over by the colony as its official agents and
representing the uncompromising Puritan wing,
hindered rather than helped the cause by insisting
that no concessions should be made and that
Massachusetts should receive a confirmation of
all her former privileges, Mather's success was
noteworthy. He could not prevent the appoint-
ment of a royal governor or the separation of